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siastic praises for the new Italian spirit, which, at last, had suc-
ceeded in making railway trains run to time. That Fascism
could possibly grow into a menace' to the British Empire was
considered fantastic: because of the inglorious military history
of Italy ever since she became a nation. Fascism in Britain had
not yet appeared as such, but Fascist behaviour was already
manifesting itself. Fascism in Italy, as National Socialism in
Germany, was opposed to Communism in being nationalistic
rather than internationalistic in character, anti-Trust rather
than anti-Capitalistic, and supported by the dissident lower-
middle class rather than the proletarian working class.
When the news had originally reached Britain of the Fascist
march on Rome (28th October 1922) the Spectator, which reprer
sented moderate Conservative opinion, noted editorially: 'There
Were not many conflicts and the revolution was carried through
almost without bloodshed. The King sent for Signor Mussolini,
the Leader of the Fascists. . . . We must add one picturesque
touch very characteristic of an Italian revolution. The new
Ministers asked their chief as to the clothes they should wear
when kissing hands. 'Top hats and black coats,' was the laconic
order of the Prime Minister, though he had to send out one of
his colleagues in a hurry to buy him the necessary top hat,
Apparently the silken cylinder is to be the symbol of the new
Government's policy. Witness Signor Mussolini's excellent tele-
gram to Mr. Bonar Law and M. Poincare. fiWe accept the omen,9
Mussolini's telegram to Bonar Law had run: 'I am confident
that in accomplishing the duties committed to me I shall be
able to safeguard the supreme interests of the country, which
are in accordance with the interests of peace and civilization,
and that the solidarity of the Allied nations which I regard as
indispensable for the effectiveness of their political action will be
assured.' (The Daily Mail carried no leader on Italian events: it
was too busy assailing 'Bolshevist5 Arthur Henderson and his
associates: 'Labour threatens every man's house and furniture, and
every womarts clothes and jewellery, as was done in Russia. . . .
[Daily Mail italics]. Until now a cardinal principle of progres-
sive politics in liberty-loving Britain has been "JV0 Taxation
Without Representation". The slogan which the Labour executive
have emblazoned upon their red banner is "Representation Without
Taxation" *}
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